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The Proactive Mission of Partners in Flight

• The landbird mission of Partners in Flight (PIF) is keeping 
common birds common and helping species at risk through 
voluntary partnerships.  Through the Partners in Flight 
Awards, PIF has been recognizing outstanding individuals and 
groups for their exceptional contributions to the field of 
landbird conservation since 1996.

• La misión de aves terrestres de Partners in Flight (PIF) es 
mantener a las aves comunes en común y ayudar a las 
especies en riesgo a través de asociaciones voluntarias. A 
través de los Premios Partners in Flight (Compañeros en 
Vuelo), PIF ha reconocido a individuos y grupos 
sobresalientes por sus contribuciones excepcionales en el 
campo de la conservación de aves terrestres desde 1996.



• The 2022 PIF Awards are presented at the 88th North American Wildlife 
and Natural Resources Conference, in 2023.  These awards are being 
sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service. The PIF Award categories include 
Leadership, Investigations, Public Awareness, Stewardship, and David N. 
Pashley Lifetime Achievement.

• Los Premios PIF 2022 se presentarán en la 88th North American Wildlife and 
Natural Resources Conference en 2023.  Estos premios están siendo 
patrocinados por el Servicio Forestal de Estados Unidos.  Las categorías de 
premios incluyen Liderazgo, Investigaciones, Conciencia Pública, Cuidado y 
Manejo de la Tierra, y David N. Pashley Premio por su Trayectoria de 
Conservación.

Partners in Flight Awards



Partners in flight
individual
Leadership Award 



Sara evans-peters
United States

U.S. Assistant Coordinator
PACIFIC BIRDS Habitat Joint Venture 

“My career is about making conservation the rational choice for 

generations of families, nature-lovers, hunters, farmers, and birds. My 

work is driven by a passion for wild things, and a fascination with just 

how far tiny wings can fly. This passion has been fueled by the joy in my 

daughters as they see Western Bluebirds flit around the fence posts and 

hear Cackling Geese fly overhead. My love of nature, land, and desire to 

contribute to something bigger than ourselves drives my work and has 

shaped my partnership-driven conservation philosophy. Partners in Flight 

exemplifies a spirit of international strategic cooperation, and I am proud 

to be a part of this collaborative community.”



ELIZABETH NEIPERT
United States

Research Wildlife Biologist
US Army Engineer R&D Center

Technical Coordinator, DoD Partners in Flight
Director, DoD Avian Knowledge Network Program

“People wonder if they can truly make a difference especially with 

so many stellar colleagues in our field.  Likely, an individual may not 

be able to truly move mountains alone. But what I’ve realized and 

seen over the last few years, is that together, with a shared mission 

and strong partnerships, we can accomplish incredible feats. 

Identifying long-standing barriers and creating a new framework for 

operation is resulting in more powerful and improved conservation 

outcomes on a broad-scale for the birds we all love and celebrate. 

Being part of this work has really provided me with a drive and 

focus for my career and personally brings such joy and satisfaction.” 



Russell norvell
United States

Avian Conservation Program Director
Utah Department of Natural Resources

Division of Wildlife Resources

“I've loved birds for the longest time. For me they are the door 

to wonder, beauty, and connect me to the world's rhythms. I 

was lucky to find the PIF collaborative conservation model early 

in my career, and found an effective and inspiring way to make 

a difference through partnership. This is the best work I could 

ever have done; I am grateful for the chance to contribute, 

stumble, and learn. Throughout, it’s been the people who do 

this work with that keep us going, lift us up, and set the 

examples we want to follow. When your colleagues and 

collaborators become your best friends, the work feels right.”  



“My interest in ornithology began at a very young age as part of the Grupo Guardaparques
Universitarios, where I dedicated my time to environmental education and outreach. I attended the 
5th International Partners in Flight Conference in Utah, my first international experience at a key 
event that motivated me to build connections, understand the community of professionals involved in 
bird conservation, and the need to work together across borders. It is an honor for me to receive this 
recognition, just as we are making progress in consolidating a global network of people in favor of the 
conservation of the world's birds, and the communities and habitats on which we all depend.” 

“Mi interés en la ornitología empezó a muy temprana edad, como parte del Grupo de Guardaparques 
Universitarios, donde dediqué mi tiempo a la educación y alcance ambientales. Asistí a la Quinta 
Conferencia Internacional de PIF en Utah, mi primera experiencia internacional en un evento clave 
que me motivó a forjar conexiones, entender a la comunidad de profesionales involucrados en la 
conservación de aves y confirmar que existe una necesidad de trabajar juntos allende las 
fronteras. Es un honor para mí recibir este reconocimiento, justo cuando estamos logrando 
consolidar una red global de personas a favor de la conservación de aves del mundo y las 
comunidades y hábitats de las cuales dependen.”

Miguel matta
Venezuela

World Migratory Bird Day
Latin America Coordinator

Environment for the Americas



Partners in flight
group
Investigations Award 



“SELVA’s migratory ecology program has thrived thanks to the dedication of a remarkable 

team of ornithologists from across Colombia and Central America, and the reassuring 

encouragement from North American partners. Over a decade of research into the needs 

of migratory landbirds during stopover and on their winter grounds, has been an 

incredible journey for all of us. Today, seeing this hard-won data translated into action 

through SELVA’s sustainable landscapes program is the icing on the cake.”

“Nuestro programa de Ecología de la Migración ha prosperado gracias a la dedicación de 

un equipo excepcional de ornitólogos de Colombia y Centroamérica, y al apoyo 

reconfortante de nuestros socios norteamericanos. Recorrer más de una década 

investigando las necesidades de las aves migratorias en los sitios no-reproductivos, ha sido 

un viaje increíble para todos nosotros. Hoy, ver cómo nuestros datos se traducen en 

acción a través del programa de paisajes sostenibles de SELVA, es la cereza del pastel.”

Selva
migratory ecology

program
Colombia



Partners In flight
group
Public Awareness Award 



“This is the phrase that identifies us and that we gladly share with our visitors: 

Know to Value and Preserve. In the words of Roger Tory Peterson, ‘The truth of 

the matter is, the birds could very well live without us, but many–perhaps all–of 

us would find life incomplete, indeed almost intolerable without the birds’.” 

“Esta es la frase que nos identifica y que con gusto compartimos con nuestros

visitantes: Conocer para Valorar y Conservar.  En palabras de Roger Tory 

Peterson, ‘La verdad del asunto es que las aves muy bien podrían vivir sin 

nosotros, pero muchos -quizás todos- de nosotros tendríamos una vida

incompleta, es más: casi intolerable sin las aves’.”

Museo de las aves de MÉXICO
Museum of birds of mexico

México



Partners in flight
individual
David N. Pashley Lifetime 
Achievement Award 



Vashti [tice] supplee
United States

Director of Bird Conservation
National Audubon Society

Audubon Southwest

“Birds were my gateway to a career in wildlife biology. I 

was a Hawk Mountain hawk watcher in my teens. My 

career in Arizona and New Mexico has led me to an 

appreciation for the smaller brown birds of the 

southwest desert and grasslands. My stewardship bird, 

the Abert’s Towhee, lives in the microphyll woodland 

washes and rivers of the southwestern desert and is a 

great avian ambassador to promote the conservation of 

these places. My greatest reward is fostering 

conservation partnerships with communities and 

mentoring future avian biologists.”



CREDITS

• Organizer: Carol Beidleman, Chair, Partners in Flight Awards Committee

• Presenter: John Alexander, Executive Director, Klamath Bird Observatory

• Slide Design: Set Net Communications (Adelayda Rivas, Director); U.S. Forest 
Service International Institute of Tropical Forestry

www.partnersinflight.org
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